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That miracle took place on Christmas
night, 1776. George Washington planned a
surprise attack on the enemy forces camped
across the Delaware River in Trenton, New
Jersey. Under the cover of darkness, he
led a few thousand soldiers across the icy
waters in the midst of a driving snowstorm.
Most generals would not have taken such
a risk. But the commitment of Washington
and his men was absolute. They headed
into battle with a bold password, “Victory
or death.”

In a matter of hours, victory was theirs.
Morale immediately improved. And the
American people began to believe that our
Nation possessed the perseverance and
courage to protect our liberty. The turn-
around that began that night would end
with the United States triumph in the
American Revolution and the permanent
establishment of a free nation.

Two hundred and thirty-two years have
passed since George Washington crossed
the Delaware. But on this Christmas, his
legacy lives on in the men and women of
the United States military. Some of them
are spending this holiday helping defend

emerging democracies like Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. Others are spending it in lands
where we defeated tyranny long ago, such
as Germany or Japan. And some of them
are spending it stateside, recovering in
places like Bethesda National Naval Med-
ical Center or Walter Reed.

Regardless of where they are, our men
and women in uniform and the families
who support them remind us of a clear
lesson: Defending freedom is a full-time
job. Our enemies do not take holidays. So
the members of our Armed Forces stand
ready to protect our freedom at any hour.
For their service, they have the thanks of
a grateful nation, this Christmas and always.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m.
on December 23 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
December 27. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
December 23. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

Message on the Observance of Kwanzaa 2008

December 24, 2008

I send greetings to those observing
Kwanzaa.

Kwanzaa is the celebration of African
culture, community, and family traditions.
For more than 40 years, millions of people
have come together to reaffirm Nguzo
Saba, the Seven Principles of Kwanzaa.
These principles emphasize unity, self-de-
termination, collective work and responsi-
bility, cooperative economics, purpose, cre-
ativity, and faith.

As people across our country gather to
commemorate this seven-day celebration,
may we all be reminded that Kwanzaa is
an opportunity to celebrate the many con-
tributions of our African American citizens.

Laura and I send our best wishes for
a joyous Kwanzaa.

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting the 2008 Global Nuclear

Security Report
December 23, 2008

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr.
President:)

I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,
consistent with the requirements of section
3134 of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (Public Law 110—
181), the enclosed report entitled, “The
Global Nuclear Security Report 2008.”

This report, compiled by the Depart-
ments of State, Defense, and Energy, pro-
vides a list of all known sites worldwide
containing nuclear weapons, formula quan-
tities of strategic special nuclear material,
and related equipment. It also details the
United States comprehensive nuclear non-
proliferation effort designed to help secure
nuclear material, equipment, and expertise
worldwide, and cooperation with inter-
national partners on this crucial global im-
perative. The report includes information
on program plans and priorities, inter-
agency cooperation, programmatic and

budgetary requirements, and international
engagement related to this vital national se-
curity priority. We have expanded and ac-
celerated our nuclear security and non-
proliferation efforts internationally to now
include partnerships with over 100 coun-
tries worldwide.

I am proud of the significant accomplish-
ments the United States has achieved to
help address the risk of nuclear prolifera-
tion and secure nuclear materials globally,
as outlined in this report.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy
Pelosi, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Richard B. Cheney, President of
the Senate. This letter was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on December
29.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Certifying Actions Related to the Protocol
Additional to the Agreement Between the United States of America and
the International Atomic Energy Agency for the Application of Safeguards

in the United States of America
December 30, 2008

Dear :

I have considered the Protocol Additional
to the Agreement between the United
States of America and the International
Atomic Energy Agency for the Application
of Safeguards in the United States of Amer-
ica, with Annexes, signed at Vienna on June
12, 1998 (the “U.S.-IAEA Additional Pro-
tocol”) (T. Doc. 107-7), along with the
views, recommendations, and statements of
all interested executive branch agencies. In
accordance with the first condition of the
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March 31, 2004, Senate resolution of advice
and consent to ratification of the U.S.-
TAEA Additional Protocol, I hereby certify
that not later than 180 days after the de-
posit of the United States instrument of
ratification:

1. all necessary regulations will be pro-
mulgated and will be in force regard-
ing the use of the National Security
Exclusion under Article 1.b of the
U.S.-IAEA Additional Protocol, and
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